
Message from Michael Zummo 
Exalted Ruler 

 
Dear Brothers and Sisters, 
 
As we close out the year, I want to take a moment to reflect on the unity, dedication, and pride shown 
within our Lodge over the past month. 
 

On December 20th, our Lodge proudly hosted our Tribute to First Responders, and it was truly a memo-
rable and meaningful evening. We came together to honor the brave men and women who selflessly 
serve our communities every day. The respect, gratitude, and support shown that night was a true reflec-
tion of what it means to be an Elk. 
 

I would like to extend a very special and heartfelt thank you to Barbara Monti for her leadership, dedica-
tion, and hard work in making this event such a success. From planning to execution, Barbara’s com-
mitment and attention to detail played a major role in ensuring the evening ran smoothly and left a last-
ing impression on everyone in attendance. Events like this do not happen without dedicated members 
willing to step up, and we are truly grateful for her efforts. 
 

As we welcomed the holiday season and rang in the New Year, the Lodge also moved forward with a re-
fined bar pricing structure. This update was thoughtfully reviewed and implemented to ensure fairness, 
sustainability, and continued value for our members. These changes help strengthen the Lodge’s finan-
cial stability while allowing us to reinvest in our facility, member experience, and charitable mission — 
all while remaining mindful that we are a nonprofit organization. 
 

The New Year brings renewed energy, new opportunities, and continued growth. I encourage all mem-
bers to stay engaged, support our committees, and take pride in the positive impact we make together — 
both within our Lodge and throughout the community. 
 

Thank you for your continued dedication and commitment. I am honored to serve as your Exalted Ruler, 
and I look forward to another strong and successful year ahead. 
 
Fraternally yours, 
Michael Zummo 
Exalted Ruler 
Lacey Elks Lodge #2518 

Michael & Tracey Zummo 
Exalted Ruler & First Lady 



Lacey Special Children’s Committee 
 

Our SCC Christmas Party was held on Saturday, December 6, 2025. Over 200 guests attended. Kids received a wel-
come bag with a coloring book, crayons, a wooden ornament and markers to decorate it, a wind up toy and a candy 
cane. They adopted a stuffed animal and received an adoption certificate with their pet’s name on it. Then they 
went off to choose a stocking or hat and got their name printed on it. Next stop was face painting and then off to 
choose their first gift. Santa and Mrs. Claus arrived as everyone was eating pizza and homemade Christmas cookies. 
After a visit with Santa, the kids waited for their winning number to be drawn, where they went to Santa’s Shop and 
chose another larger gift. Needless to say, the children squealed with delight the entire time! 
 

A huge thank you goes out to Santa and Mrs. Claus, aka Paul and Mary Deal, who did an outstanding job with the 
children as always. And Leah Emmons, who brought over 3 very large blow-up decorations that the kids were just 
amazed by. Leah also does our face painting and there is always a long line of kids waiting for this special treat. Also, 
many thanks to our committee members who baked homemade Christmas cookies for dessert. And last but certainly 
not least, a special thank you to our 6 Antlers and their advisor who helped out at the party the entire time. 
 

Our Christmas gift to our Lodge Ambassador, Josie Taylor, was a Rifton HTS Hygiene and Toileting System valued 
at $1,800. Hopefully, this apparatus will help Josie and her parents with their everyday routines. Josie and her mom 
attended our SCC Christmas Party and Josie’s favorite gift was a big box of PlayDoh! 
 

We held our third 6 month calendar raffle drawing on Saturday, November 29th. The winning ticket was purchased 
by Christine Giuliani. Congratulations on winning $1,000. 
 

We received $600 in donations to our committee in December. The first donation of $300 was from the Barnegat Bay 
NAM Knights. The second donation of $300 was from our October 6 month calendar raffle winner, Debbie Candelet-
ti. Thank you to all. 
 

We took the Lacey High School Special Needs 18-21 year old class on another bowling trip on December 10, 2025. 
We also dropped off Christmas stockings to each child with their names on them. The stockings were filled with lots 
of goodies for the kids to enjoy over their Christmas break. 
 

Our Music party and lunch will be held on Saturday, January 21, 2026 at noon. Mr. Scott, The Music Man, will arrive 
in full tie dye attire, so let’s have our children dress up in tie dye clothing as well. We will have our DJ, Brian, spin-
ning tunes before Mr. Scott arrives and we will be serving pizza for lunch. Our favorite balloon artist, Mr. Bob, will 
be in attendance as well. Please remember to RSVP by January 10th. 
 

There is still time to register your children for Elks Camp Moore, which is an overnight camp for special needs 
youths, located in Haskill, New Jersey. Each child can spend a week at camp at no cost to their parents. The Elks cov-
er all costs. The children are grouped by age: 7-12 years old and 13-18 years old. If you have a child who would 
be interested in attending Camp Moore during the 2026 summer sessions, please contact Kathy Megargel at 609-456-
7839 or kkmeg@aol.com as soon as possible. For more information about Camp Moore, please visit their website at: 
www.njelkscampmoore.org. 
 

Mark your calendar for our Magic Show and Lunch on Saturday, February 21, 2026. All of our events are open to any 
special needs children and their families. Please remember to RSVP. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Kathy Megagel, SCC Chairperson 
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Motorcycle Club 
 

Annual nationwide wreath laying event. Attended at Brigadier General William C. Doyle Veteran's Cemetery, 
with the mission to Remember fallen heroes, Honor those who serve, and Teach the next generation the value of freedom, 
by placing fresh balsam wreaths on veterans' graves and saying each veteran's 
name aloud. Started by Morrill Worcester in 1992, the event grew from plac-
ing 5,000 wreaths at Arlington National Cemetery to over 2 million wreaths 
placed at thousands of locations, supported by volunteers, truckers, and spon-
sorships.  
 

Lacey Elks Dart League 
 

The Lacey Elks Dart League plays every Monday night starting late fall in the Lounge at 
7pm,  League play uses #1 wooden darts and wooden boards and follows a baseball style 
format.  The season ends late March with a round robin type tournament.  The dart league 
winners are listed on the plaque up in the lounge in the southwest corner where the 
dart boards are located.  New players and substitutes are always welcome. 
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As we are wrapping up the year, our Lacey Antlers are wrapping gifts for the families of Lacey township. Eve-
ry year we display our "Giving Tree" and our members of the lodge contribute gifts (wish list) to the children of 
our community. It is one of the many wonderful things we do at Lacey #2518. Our Antlers also donated 
Shoprite gift cards from their funds in addition to the gifts they wrapped provided by our lodge members. After 
we finished, we had a Pizza Party and the Antlers were given a very special task of voting for the Elementary 

School Drug Awareness Poster Contest. They selected the top 
three posters for the DAP Program.  
 

 Our Antlers have been very busy during this holiday season. 
Several Antlers helped Santa Claus during the Black Friday Ven-
dor Craft Fair. They decorated Christmas cookies with the chil-
dren who stop by Santa's workshop.  
 

Antlers joined the SCC for their annual Children with Special 
Needs Christmas Party. There were games, face painting, re-
freshments, and even Mr. and Mrs. Claus made a surprise visit to 
join in on the fun. 

 

Lacey Antlers #1 joined up with the Bayville and Tom's River Antlers for 
Past Grand Exalted Ruler Malcolm McPherson's 70th Birthday celebration at 
the Tom's River Lodge. 
 

We also attended the Wreaths Across America Ceremony at the Good Luck 
Cemetery to lay Christmas Wreaths on Veterans gravestones to honor their 
memory.  
 

During the annual Lacey Christmas Parade, Antlers collected Food items do-
nated by the community of Lacey township to replenish the Lacey Food 
Bank. They collected 5 shopping carts of food. 
 

I'd like to take this opportunity not only to thank our Antlers, but also to rec-
ognize their selfless efforts to help build and lead our community to a better 

and brighter future. We are 
proud of our Antlers. I'd also like to thank our advisors, parents, 
and members of our lodge who continue to support our Antlers.  
 

The future of Elkdom starts with Antlers. Merry Christmas, 
Happy New Year, and God bless.  
 
Reporting,  
Vinnie Sammartino  
Antlers Chairperson/ Lodge Esquire  

Antlers 
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Lynda Harland 
Michael Carter 

John Kyryczenko   

Elk of the Month – Joe Testa 
 

As we bring in the New Year, we are proud to recognize Joe Testa as our Elk of the Month. 
 

Joe has stepped up in a tremendous way, picking up where our dear Gloria left off and continuing her 
legacy of dedication and service. His commitment to the Membership Committee — truly the heart of our 
Lodge — has been outstanding. Along with the committee, Joe has worked tirelessly to welcome new 
members and ensure applications are processed in a timely and organized manner. 
 

Strong membership is the foundation of a strong Lodge, and Joe’s leadership, reliability, and willingness 
to serve have made a meaningful impact. His efforts help ensure the continued growth, stability, and fu-
ture success of our Lodge. 
 

Thank you, Joe, for your dedication and for everything you do for our Lodge. 
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Social Media Guidelines 
Social Media Guidelines are on our web site at https://laceyelks2518.com/lodge.../social-media-guidelines/ It 

states: 

We reserve the right to remove comments and or materials from the Lacey Elks #2518 Social Media 

(Facebook, website, or other media) when those comments - 

Are hateful or mean-spirited. 

Are potentially defamatory, obscene, or sexually explicit. 

Are personal attacks or involve profanity or insults. 

Are private or public information published without the Lodge’s consent. 

Violate any law or promote the violation of any law. 

Contribute to or encourage discrimination or harassment. 

Display photos of members drinking or smoking or considered harmful to the Elks’ image and reputation. 

Contain the names of minors without written release. 

Divulge Lodge business that may violate your obligation. 

Are not positive and informative. 

WE RESERVE THE RIGHT TO REMOVE POSTS AND TERMINATE SOMEONE’S ABILITY TO POST 

WHEN ANY OF THE AFOREMENTIONED HAS BEEN POSTED. 

Lyle Smith 

laceyelkslodge2518pr@gmail.com 
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